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8-Days Tanzania Photo Safari – Ruaha National Park
Ruaha National Park

Luxury Wildlife Photography in Tanzania’s Hidden Wilderness
Discover the raw beauty of southern Tanzania on this exclusive 8-day photo safari through Ruaha
National Park. Known for its vast landscapes and incredible wildlife, Ruaha offers photographers a rare
opportunity to shoot in peace—without the crowds of northern parks.
Your journey begins with a flight into the park, where you'll spend three nights at the stylish Jabali
Ridge by Asilia. This hilltop lodge provides stunning views and quiet comfort, making it perfect for
landscape and sunset photography. Each day, enjoy private game drives focused on elephants, lions,
leopards, and wild dogs.
Afterward, move to Ikuka Safari Camp for three nights. Perched on a high ridge, this luxury camp
overlooks the Mwagusi River Valley. Here, you’ll find exceptional light, ideal predator territory, and
expansive views. Sunrise drives and golden hour sessions help you capture stunning scenes.
Finally, spend two nights at Nomad Kigelia Ruaha, a small, authentic camp nestled in the trees. Its
remote setting gets you closer to the wildlife—ideal for close-ups, storytelling shots, and bird
photography. Since this area sees fewer vehicles, your compositions stay clean and natural.
Throughout the safari, you’ll be guided by expert trackers and photo-savvy guides. They’ll help you find
the right angles, time your shots perfectly, and understand animal behavior.
This experience is designed for serious photographers who want time, space, and luxury in Africa’s true
wilderness. Whether you’re chasing dramatic lion portraits or soft sunset silhouettes, Ruaha delivers
moments worth framing.

Tour Facts

https://www.tanzaniaparks.go.tz/national_parks/ruaha-national-park
https://www.tanzaniaparks.go.tz/national_parks/ruaha-national-park
https://www.tanzaniaparks.go.tz/national_parks/ruaha-national-park
https://paultoursafari.com/types-of-safari-packages-we-offer-at-paul-tours-safari/
https://www.asiliaafrica.com/camps-lodges/jabali-ridge/
https://www.asiliaafrica.com/camps-lodges/jabali-ridge/
https://www.asiliaafrica.com/camps-lodges/jabali-ridge/
https://www.ikukasafaricamp.com/
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Group Size:
2-6

Language:
English, France, Germany, Spain

Duration:
8

Tour Type:
continuous

Tour Itinerary

Day 1 : Arrival in Tanzania – Welcome to the Wild South

Your journey begins as you arrive at Julius Nyerere International
Airport in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. After clearing customs and
immigration, you’ll be assisted to your connecting scenic bush flight
into Ruaha National Park—one of Africa’s most remote and unspoiled
safari destinations.

As your aircraft descends, take in breathtaking aerial views of rugged hills, dry riverbeds, and baobab-
dotted landscapes that define Ruaha’s untamed beauty.

Upon landing at the airstrip, your private guide will welcome you and transfer you in a comfortable 4x4
safari vehicle to Jabali Ridge—a contemporary luxury lodge perched on a rocky ridge with panoramic
views of the savannah.

Check into your beautifully designed suite, complete with natural stone, wood textures, and open walls
that blend seamlessly with nature. Unwind with a welcome drink and some downtime at the infinity pool
or spa.

In the late afternoon, if time allows, enjoy your first game drive, guided by a professional photographer-
trained guide. Begin capturing the essence of Ruaha: towering baobabs, herds of elephants, and possibly
your first lion sighting—all bathed in soft golden light.

Back at camp, gather for a welcome dinner under the stars, where your guide will introduce the
photographic goals for the week and discuss how to make the most of the light and wildlife.

Photographer’s Tip:
Keep your camera ready during the transfer—Ruaha’s wildlife often appears just minutes from the
airstrip. Early golden hour light can be incredible for elephant silhouettes and landscape shots.

Accommodation: Asilia Jabali Ridge, Ruaha National Park

Duration
6 Hours

Day 2 : Into the Wild – Big Cats & Baobabs
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Wake up early to the soft sounds of the bush. After coffee or tea
delivered to your room, head out on your first full morning game drive
in the heart of Ruaha. This is prime time for photography—golden
light spills across the landscape, and wildlife is most active.

Ruaha is home to the largest lion population in East Africa, along with leopards, cheetahs, and
endangered African wild dogs. With few vehicles in the park, you’ll enjoy uninterrupted photography of
dramatic wildlife encounters and sweeping baobab-studded scenery.

Return to Jabali Ridge for a leisurely brunch followed by time to relax, download images, and review
your shots. The lodge’s elevated lounge and infinity pool also offer excellent photo opportunities, with
elephants and giraffes sometimes visible from the deck.

In the afternoon, head out for a second game drive, this time exploring a different section of the park.
Track predators or seek out the herds of greater kudu and elephants that roam through dry riverbeds.

As golden hour approaches, your guide will position the vehicle to help you maximize the light—ideal for
silhouette shots, animal close-ups, and action frames.

Return to camp just after sunset. Enjoy a warm shower, sip a cocktail by the firepit, and savor a chef-
prepared dinner under the stars.

Photographer’s Tip:
Use the unique shapes of baobab trees for framing wildlife subjects, especially in silhouette during
sunrise and sunset.

Duration
8 Hours

Day 3 : Details in the Dust – Capturing Ruaha’s Unique Mood

Begin your day early with fresh coffee delivered to your suite. Then
head out on a morning game drive to explore deeper sections of
Ruaha—an area known for its dramatic rocky kopjes, open plains, and
meandering sand rivers.

This region is a dream for photographers: dust clouds kicked up by buffalo herds, golden light filtering
through baobabs, and elephants dust-bathing in silhouette. The minimal vehicle traffic allows you to
pause and wait for the perfect moment without pressure.

Mid-morning, stop for a bush breakfast in a scenic spot, perhaps under a fig tree or near a dry riverbed.
It’s a perfect opportunity to photograph the landscape or smaller wildlife like birds, mongoose, or
colorful agama lizards.

Return to Jabali Ridge for a midday break. Use this time to back up your files, charge batteries, or
attend an optional lightroom and photo review session with your guide (on request).
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In the afternoon, opt for a walking safari led by an experienced walking guide and an armed ranger. This
slower-paced, ground-level experience allows you to focus on textures, tracks, insects, and birdlife—a
great way to diversify your photo portfolio with intimate, storytelling shots.

Back at camp, freshen up for dinner and gather with your guide to review the day’s sightings and
discuss shooting plans for the days ahead.

Photographer’s Tip:
Carry a second body or zoom lens for small subjects during the walking safari—like ground hornbills,
skulls, or termite mounds in beautiful light.

Duration
6 Hours

Day 4 : Changing Perspectives – From Ridge to River

Enjoy one final sunrise game drive from Jabali Ridge this
morning—your last chance to photograph predators in golden morning
light in this region. As the sun rises over Ruaha’s expansive horizon,
you may capture lions on the move, giraffes feeding under baobabs, or

birds in full flight.

Return to camp for breakfast and begin your scenic transfer to Ikuka Safari Camp, located high on the
escarpment with spectacular panoramic views of the Mwagusi River valley below. Along the way, you’ll
stop for wildlife sightings and photo opportunities—this route offers rich chances to photograph
elephants, kudu, and unique rocky landscapes.

Upon arrival at Ikuka Safari Camp, check in to your spacious open-fronted suite. Each room is designed
to maximize natural light and views, offering perfect spots for sunrise shots right from your bed or deck.

After lunch and a brief rest, head out for an afternoon game drive in the Ikuka region of the park, known
for its dense predator population, including resident leopards and lion prides. With fewer vehicles in this
area, you can spend more time lining up ideal compositions and waiting for wildlife behavior.

Return to camp at dusk. Freshen up, then gather for drinks by the campfire, followed by a delicious
three-course dinner in the open-air dining area.

Photographer’s Tip:
At Ikuka, use a wide-angle lens from your room to capture elephants or impala in the valley below. Light
here changes beautifully between late afternoon and early evening—perfect for moody landscape shots.

Accommodation: Ikuka Safari Camp, Ruaha National Park

Duration
8 Hours

Day 5 : Predator Country – Patience, Light & Action
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Start your morning with coffee and a light breakfast before heading
out on an early game drive, timed to catch the best light and highest
wildlife activity. The Ikuka region is one of the best in Africa for lion
photography, with multiple prides roaming the surrounding valleys
and riverbeds.

This area is also home to leopards, often seen resting in sausage trees or stalking prey along dry
riverbanks. With few other vehicles around, your guide will help you anticipate and patiently wait for key
photographic moments—a yawn, a stretch, or a perfect eye-level gaze.

Return to camp for a hearty brunch and time to relax. You can review and edit your photos, back up your
memory cards, or simply enjoy Ikuka’s infinity pool with views that stretch for miles.

Later in the afternoon, embark on a private game drive along the Mwagusi and Jongomero river areas.
These zones offer dramatic contrasts of light and shadow, perfect for creating images with rich depth
and texture.

You might also spot elephants digging for water, large buffalo herds moving across the plains, or African
wild dogs, which are known to den in this part of the park.

Back at camp, enjoy a lantern-lit dinner and a fireside chat with your guide and fellow travelers. Share
your favorite images from the day and get tips for editing or framing.

Photographer’s Tip:
Bring a beanbag or clamp for added camera stability—ideal for long lens work when photographing
predators in low light from the vehicle.

Accommodation: Ikuka Safari Camp, Ruaha National Park

Duration
5 Hours

Day 6 : The Golden Finale at Ikuka – Storytelling Through the Lens

Your final full day at Ikuka begins with a fresh pot of Tanzanian coffee
as the morning light gently floods the escarpment. Today’s goal is to
capture a cohesive visual story—from dramatic predator action to
quiet moments of the wild.

Embark on an extended sunrise game drive, giving you flexibility to track and follow wildlife deeper into
the park. This may include returning to known lion or leopard territories, or exploring new areas where
elephants and giraffes often gather around natural springs.

Mid-drive, your guide will set up a bush breakfast in a scenic location, giving you the chance to capture
early light across a more open savannah, with birds in flight, silhouettes, and warm tonal contrasts.

Return to camp for your final lunch at Ikuka. In the afternoon, take part in a dedicated photo review
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session with your guide, who will offer feedback and suggestions for shooting styles, composition, or
post-processing—perfect for refining your skills.

As golden hour approaches, head out for your last Ikuka drive, focusing on creative framing, movement,
and portraits of animals in their environment. This is the moment to think about capturing emotion and
narrative—images that feel like moments frozen in time.

End your evening with sundowners overlooking the valley, then enjoy a memorable farewell dinner with
candlelight, stories, and the distant call of hyenas under the stars.

Photographer’s Tip:
Think beyond wildlife today—photograph landscapes, details, tracks, and textures to build a well-
rounded portfolio that tells the deeper story of Ruaha.

Duration
8 Hours

Day 7 : Into the Wilderness – The Untamed Heart of Ruaha

Today marks a shift from elevated views to the raw, untamed heart of
southern Ruaha. After a relaxed breakfast at Ikuka Safari Camp, say
goodbye to the escarpment as your guide transfers you through wild
terrain toward Nomad Kigelia Ruaha, your final safari base.

This part of Ruaha is known for its ancient river systems, dense groves of sausage trees, and high
concentrations of elephant, kudu, and lion. Along the way, keep your camera ready—this transfer is a
moving photo opportunity, with a chance to spot wildlife en route and capture scenes of unspoiled
wilderness.

Arrive at Kigelia Ruaha, a small, classic tented camp shaded beneath giant kigelia (sausage) trees. It’s
intimate, wild, and perfectly situated for low-vehicle-density photography in one of the park’s most
remote sectors.

After lunch and a brief rest in your spacious tent, head out for an afternoon game drive with your Nomad
guide. This region offers different photographic opportunities—large herds of elephants along dry
riverbeds, wild dogs on the hunt, or baboons silhouetted in fig trees at sunset.

Return to camp just after dark. With minimal artificial light, night skies here are extraordinary—ideal for
a few long-exposure shots before dinner.

Enjoy a hearty meal and a drink around the fire, surrounded by the sounds of the bush. This is Ruaha at
its most raw and atmospheric.

Photographer’s Tip:
Use your long lens and shallow depth of field to isolate subjects in the thick sausage tree
groves—perfect for moody portraits of elephants or leopards.

Accommodation: Nomad Kigelia Ruaha
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Duration
8 Hours

Day 8 : Farewell to Ruaha – Final Frames & Departure

Your final morning in Ruaha begins with the soft sounds of the bush at
dawn. Rise early and enjoy a hot coffee or tea delivered to your tent.
Then set out on your last game drive, a final chance to capture the
spirit of Ruaha in the golden morning light.

This drive is all about closing your photographic story—perhaps catching elephants in soft mist, birds
greeting the day, or one more magical lion sighting under the ancient baobabs.

Return to Nomad Kigelia Ruaha for a relaxed breakfast and time to organize your gear and images.
Share a few highlights with your guide and camp team before preparing for your departure.

You’ll be transferred to Msembe Airstrip for your light aircraft flight back to Dar es Salaam (or to
connect with your international flight or onward safari destination). As you take off, gaze down at the
winding rivers, rocky outcrops, and wild, vast land that’s been your home for the past week.

Though your journey ends today, your camera roll will be filled with unforgettable stories—from lion
hunts and wild dogs to soulful landscapes and golden silhouettes.

Photographer’s Tip:
Use this last drive to shoot with intention and emotion—slow down, find the light, and frame images that
tell the deeper story of your Ruaha adventure.

Duration
8 Hours


